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THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
15th August 2021 

“We fly to your patronage, O holy Mother of God; despise 

not our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always 

from all dangers, O glorious and blessed Virgin”.  
 

The above translation is that of the oldest prayer associated with 

Our Lady, dating to 3rd Century and called Sub Tuum Praesidium.  

Dear Parishioners, 

I was recently reading about the plan to re-introduce the 

teaching of Latin to a select number of schools. Now I 

didn’t study Latin (I studied French), but my twin brother 

did. It is perhaps ironic that I probably now know more 

Latin than he can remember (and that’s not a lot!) 

Learning a language isn’t always easy, but it helps when 

we are gifted with an excellent and inspiring teacher. A 

good teacher takes their subject seriously, a good teach-

er knows their subject inside and out. 

I often think of Our Lady as a teacher, somebody so root-

ed in her subject that she inspires others to take it up. Her 

subject has literally taken flesh within her, and she contin-

ues to ponder that subject deep within her heart. Now, 

of course Jesus is her subject, and by knowing Mary we 

slowly and inevitably begin to truly know Him. Pope St. 

John Paul II used to say “through Mary to Jesus”. Mary 

teaches us about Jesus her Son, she teaches us about 

God who dwells with us. And as she teaches us about 

Him, we also begin to learn something about ourselves. 

Now the dogma of the Assumption reminds us that our 

true home is in heaven, and if we are to get to our true 
home, we need to imitate the one who is already there. 

Mary teaches us how to journey home, she teaches us by 

reminding us “to do whatever He (Jesus) tells us”. When 

we enter into communion with the Way, the Truth and 

the Life - when we respond to the One Mary teaches us 

about, then we know that in some way we will share in 

her assumption into heaven, we shall dwell with her in the 

presence of her Son, whom she has taught us to know 

and follow. 

Many who learnt Latin in the past  will have learnt the 

following: amo, amas, amat, amamus, amatis, amant  - 

the Assumption is all about love - it is all about God who 

is love and calls us to dwell with Him.  Mary teaches us 

this truth, because she is where we are meant to be. 

May God Bless you all. 

Fr. Kieren 



   English Martyrs’ Church (EM) 

St. Monica’s Church (SM) 

Tues 

9.30am 

 

 

17 

 

Fr. K away 

 

Wed 

9.30am 

 

 

18 

 

Fr. K away 

 

Thurs 

9.30am 

 

 

19 

 

Fr. K away 

 

Fri 

9.30am 

 

 

20 

St. Bernard - Memorial 

Mass - SM  

 

Sat 

2.00pm 

5.30pm 

 

 

21 
 

Nuptial Mass - EM - Courtney & JP 

Vigil Mass - SM 

Sun 

9.30.am 

11.30am 

1.30pm 

2.30pm 

 

 

22 

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Mass - EM - Livestreamed 

Mass - SM 

Baptism 

Baptism 

 

MASSES RECEIVED 

 

Lately Dead  

Requiescat in pace 

 

Bridget Caunce,  

 
Intention 

a special intention,  Frank & Anne 

Leneghan (wedding anniversary), 

Colette Keck, the Keck and Mul-

keen families, Ann Smyth, Paul & 

Manisha Rice 
 

Anniversaries Masses 

Emma Lynn, Lily Allen, Carol 

O’Dowd, Kevin Flannagan, Lucy 

Thornton 
 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

Maureen O’Connor, Marie Burns, 

, Nicholas Behan, Michael Don-
nelly, Michelle Clegg, Sylvia King, 

Maureen Whalley, Kath Royle, 

Kathleen Connors, Maureen 

McCarthy, Sandra Brady, Nuala 

O’Dwyer, Bridget Rigby, Jeanette 

Meakin, Josephine Riley, Stan 

Reid, Jean Black, Kevin Walsh, 

John Hartey, Theresa Patrick, Kev-

in Walsh, Ann Nothard, Denis Gra-

ham, Lou Fielding, Owen 

McKeever’s ,  

 
Sanctuary Candles 

 

Dorothy Greening 
 

  

GETTING MARRIED  

IN THE  

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

In order to get married in the 

Catholic Church 6 months notice 

must be given.  

 

If you have been married outside 

the Church and would like to 

have the civil marriage con-

validated, please contact Fr. 

Kieren for further information.  

 

Please keep in your prayers those 

who will be sharing the Sacra-

ment of marriage this year: 

 

Courtney & John Paul,  

 

“And that is what marriage is! 

Hand in hand, always and for the 

rest of your lives”.  
Pope Francis 

 

 

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 

The celebration and catechesis of this sacrament has be-

come somewhat problematic. The Deanery has ap-

proached Yr 6 pupils via email (sadly the link doesn't seem 

to work for everybody!) asking them to register an interest in 

participating in the future. As most of the children in our Par-

ish leave the Diocese of Salford to go Secondary school or 

choose to attend the local Grammar Schools or Single Sex 

schools (nothing wrong with that) it is difficult for me to reach out to them and to 

keep them clued in to Parish life. 

 

1. Catechesis (in the Parish Centre) for young people currently in Yr 8 will 

 begin in September and will conclude with the celebration of the Sacra

 ment in Advent: 

30th September - Introduction  

14th October - The meaning of Life/Living life to the full  

4th November - Unlocking the Holy Spirit  

18th November - The joy of Christ  

2nd December - Being a Disciple/What’s in a name?. 

11th December Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation - 1.00pm  

(English Martyrs’ Church).  

 

2. Children currently in Yr 7 will be invited to formally enrol on the Programme 

 in September of this year (please keep an eye on the newsletter) and Cat

 echesis will begin in the New Year. 

  



LIFTING OF COVID RESTRICTIONS IN THE PARISH  the fol-

lowing comes from the guidance offered by the Bishops’ 

Conference: 

 The wearing of facemasks in Church remains man-

datory unless exempt. handsantiser will be contin-

ue to be available. There are now NO restrictions 

to the numbers who can attend, you may also 

stand, sit and yes, even kneel during Mass! 

 The Sunday Obligation will be re-introduced on 1st 

Sunday of Advent, but we should never see Mass 

as an obligation but as a gift and privilege. 

 Please scan the QR code as you enter either 

church building or sign the sheets at the back of 

church 

 Holy Communion will continue to be distributed 

under one kind. 

 Altar servers and EMHC are encouraged to return. 

The co-ordinators will be in touch soon. 

 You no longer need to book into attend Sunday 

Mass, and there is also no longer a cap on num-

bers. The 9.30am Mass will return to English Mar-

tyrs’. 

 There will be no sign of peace or holy water. 

 Social distancing is no longer compulsory , howev-

er, I ask that the side pews at St. Monica’s be giv-

en to those who wish to continue to socially dis-

tance. 

 Congregational singing and the Children’s Liturgy 

will hopefully return in September with the new 

academic term. 

 A large collection basket will remain at the back 

of Church for offertory donations. Although I am 

hoping to reintroduce the offertory collection and 

procession gradually. 

 If you have any symptoms or have been asked to 

isolate please stay at home! 
 

 

AS I’M AWAY FOR A FEW DAYS THIS WEEK there will be no 

newsletter next weekend. 
 

THE REQUIEM MASS OF THE LATE BRIDGET CAUNCE will 

take place at English Martyrs’ Church on Tuesday 24th 

August (10.00am). 
 

APF/RED BOXES Missio wish to thank all their contributors 

and the total raised in 2020 from St John Henry Newman 

[St Monica] was £1,937.39. Thank you for your generosity! 
 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME CATECHISTS its not been an 

easy 18 months and I have missed your wonderful contri-

bution to the life of the Parish and to the faith develop-

ment of our Parish children. I hope now to welcome you 

all back to ministry as we prepare to start the Programme 

again. If you are able to continue in your ministry (or not) 

could I invite you to email Bernadette or Charlotte so 

that we can begin to plan for the restart. If you would like 

to become a Parish Catechist please contact Fr. Kieren. 
 

HOME VISITS Now that many of the restrictions have 

been lifted. If you would like a home visit, please contact 

the Parish Office and a visit will be arranged. 
 

LIVESTREAMING OF SUNDAY MASS will continue until 29th 

August. Those who can return to Mass should begin to 
return to Mass. Livestreaming was a necessary medium 

however, it is not an alternative to active being present 

at Mass and receiving Our Lord in the Blessed Sacra-

ment. 
 

THE AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY MASS in St. Mary’s Cemetery 

will not be taking place this year, due to the continuation 

of Covid-19 restrictions.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

SOMETHING TO CONSIDER - POTENTIAL ALL SOULS MASS 

AT URMSTON CEMETERY - SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS WITH 

ME some of you will be aware that it is traditionally the 

norm to celebrate 3 Masses on All Souls Day. I was won-

dering if it would be good idea to approach Trafford 

Council and ask if there was a possibility of celebrating 

Mass (at Noon) at the cemetery (outside) on that day, 

followed by the blessing of family graves - what do you 

think? 

ALTAR SERVER RECRUITMENT if you have made 

your 1st Holy Communion and would like to join 

the wonderful Parish Altar Serving Team could 

you ask your parents to email me (stating 

which Mass you would prefer to serve), and we 

can begin the process of getting ready to 

serve the Lord and his family (the Parish) in your 

ministry as an Altar Server … training will be pro-

vided! 

CORNERSTONE BIG SLEEPOUT (Restrictions permitted)

17th September at Xaverian College, Lower Park Road, 

Rusholme, Manchester M14 5RB.   Our current plan is for 

a ‘hybrid’ event with some people being physically pre-
sent on the college grounds while others are supporting 

us from their homes, by not sleeping in their own bed. If 

you want to take part but haven’t al-

ready registered your interest for either the physical or 

virtual (at home) event, please do so here: https://

cornerstonecds.org.uk/big-sleepout/ To start gathering 

support and to raise as much sponsorship as you can, we 

encourage you to please set up a JustGiving page: 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/BigSleepOut2021  

Taking Liturgy Seriously – Online study course from the 

Society of Saint Gregory As part of its commitment to 

promote and support the liturgy of the Catholic Church, 

the Society of Saint Gregory will be offering a new modu-

lar study course, aimed at developing liturgical under-

standing.  The course, which will be run in partnership 

with the London Jesuit Centre, starts in September and 

will take place via Zoom. Held over the course of one 

year, each module will comprise three sessions and pro-

vide a theological and historical overview, which will 

form the background for a deeper study of how we cel-

ebrate the liturgy today. Modules include The Paschal 

Mystery, Healing and Forgiveness, Initiation, Commitment 

and Ways of Prayer. Within each theme we will look at 

how we apply general principles of liturgy, how music 

and space affect the way we celebrate, and, above all, 

how we are enabling people to pray together.  The 

course is aimed at all who wish to widen their under-

standing of the liturgy.  For further information see 

www.ssg.org.uk/taking-liturgy-seriously/ 

Caritas Summer Appeal This summer, Caritas Salford will 

support over 5,000 families experiencing challenges and 

crisis. We will give practical support to those living in inse-

cure accommodation, help alleviate poverty and pro-

vide food packs, shopping vouchers and ‘in-crisis’ grants 

to those in need.  Please visit the website to make a do-

nation, or alternatively: Please mark your enve-

lope Caritas Summer Appeal and include your full name 

and address and how you prefer Caritas to be in con-

tact with you.  Please make cheques payable to Caritas 

Diocese of Salford and send to Cathedral Centre 3 Ford 

Street, Salford M3 6DP. If you can Gift Aid your donation, 

it is worth 25% more to us, at no extra cost to you. Tick the 

box online, or let us know by post with your cheque. 

  



THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

  

The Code of Canon Law states:  
“Parents are obliged to see to it that infants are bap-

tised within the first weeks after birth”   

(867) 

 

This canon, although not always practical for many 

reasons,  reminds us of the importance and urgency 

of  the sacrament of Baptism. As a Parish within the 
Diocese of Salford we follow the Diocesan Baptism 

Policy. In order for a baby/child (under the age of 7) 

to be baptised, the Catholic family, (resident in the 

Parish of St. John Henry Newman) if not already 

practising their faith, must begin to attend Sunday 

Mass for a minimum of at least 6 weeks before a 

baptism date can be discussed.  

 

To discuss this further please contact Fr. Kieren or 

speak to him after Sunday Mass. After confirmation 

of a date for Baptism, a  Preparation meeting must 

be arranged. 
 

 

STRETFOOD FOOD BANK Please 

place any of the above items 

in the grey bin at the back of 

church (English Martyrs).  

To donate directly then detail 

are as follows Stretford Food 

bank  Co-op Bank a/c 

65855834 Sort code:  089299.  

NEWSLETTER all items for the newsletter must be sent to Fr. K (via email) before 9.00am Thursday morning or sent to Amanda before 12.00pm Wednesday 

afternoon. 

OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS - DIOCESE OF SALFORD 

                          English Martyrs  

Wycliffe Road, Urmston. 

Head teacher: Mrs Carole Partington  

(0161) 748 7257 
Our Lady of the Rosary  

Davyhulme Road, Urmston. 

Head teacher: Miss S. Molloy  

(0161)748 4626 

 
St. Monica’s 

Woodsend Road South, Flixton 

Head teacher: Mrs. Louise Davies 

(0161) 748 3353                      

 
          St. Antony’s Catholic School 

Bradfield Road, Urmston 

Head teacher: Mrs. F. Wright 

(0161) 911 8001 

 

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY at Manchester Royal Infirmary, Saint 

Mary’s, Manchester Children’s Hospital, Manchester Eye Hospi-

tal, Trafford General and The Christie: If a relative or friend is an 

inpatient and would like a Catholic Chaplain to visit them for 

pastoral support please contact the Chaplaincy Office on 

0161 276 8792.  

DIOCESAN JOB VACANCIES  

PA/Senior Administrator - Chief Operating Officer's 

Office Appointment Type: Full-time, permanent 

Location: Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street, Salford, 

M3 6DP. Salary: £26,000 – £28,000 per annum 

Cemetery Worker at St Mary's Cemetery, Worsley 

Appointment Type: Full -time, permanent  

Location: St Mary’s Cemetery, Wardley Hall Road, 

W o r s l e y ,  M a n c h e s t e r ,  M 2 8 

Sal ary :  £19 ,760-£20 ,074.97 pe r annum 

For further information and how to apply please see:  

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/news va-

cancies/ 

 

 


